Summary of Grants Available to
Businesses Impacted by Omicron
NSW, SA, Tasmania and the ACT have extended or created new support packages
to help small businesses weather the effects of Omicron. Each grant has its own set
of eligibility criteria, outlined below.

New South Wales
On 30 January 2022, the Small Business Support Program was announced to
help business owners who have been hardest hit by the current COVID-19 situation.
Those eligible could receive 20 per cent of their weekly payroll cost as a one-off
payment later in February. The minimum payment benchmark is $750 per week,
while the maximum is $5,000 per week. Non-employing businesses could be eligible
to receive $500 per week, paid as a $2,000 lump sum. To qualify at this stage,
applicants must:
•
•
•

•

have an aggregated annual turnover of between $75,000 and $50 million as
of 30 June 2021
have experienced at least a 40 per cent turnover decline during January 2022,
compared to January 2021 or 2020
and experienced at least a 40 per cent turnover decline from 1 to 14 February
2022 as a result of Omicron disruption, compared to the same fortnight in
February of 2021 or 2020
employing businesses must maintain their employee headcount as at 30
January 2022

Applications for the Small Business Support Program are set to open in midFebruary, once businesses are able to determine their revenue decline for the 1 to
14 February period.
Additionally, the existing Small Business Fees and Charges Rebate scheme will
be increased by 50 per cent from $2,000 to $3,000. This means business owners
could be eligible to receive a rebate up to $3,000 to cover some operational
expenses, now including up to 50 per cent of the cost of rapid antigen tests (RATs).
For more information, and to apply before 30 June 2022, visit Service NSW.

South Australia
In December 2021, SA announced a Tourism, Hospitality and Gym grant to help
small businesses in these respective sectors manage pandemic disruption. On 29

January, it was announced this program will be extended for a second round. Those
eligible could receive up to $3,000 (for employing businesses) or $1,000 (for nonemploying businesses), with additional funds available to those operating in
Adelaide’s CBD or tourism and hospitality sectors.
Successful recipients of this grant do not need to reapply for round two – payments
will automatically be made. For new applicants (or those who were unsuccessful in
round one) to qualify, you must:
•

have experienced a 30 per cent turnover decline for the period of 10 to 30
January 2022, compared to an equivalent 20 day period in 2021 or 2020

For businesses outside the tourism, hospitality and gym industries, new funding has
been made available for the existing Business Hardships Grant. This will provide
additional financial support of up to $8,000 for SA business owners who:
•

have experienced a 50 per cent turnover decline for the period of 10 to 30
January 2022, compared to an equivalent 20 day period in 2021 or 2020

Like the Tourism, Hospitality and Gym grant, successful first round recipients of the
Business Hardships Grant will automatically receive the additional round payment
and do not need to reapply.
New or previously unsuccessful applicants can apply for the relevant grant listed
above when submissions open on 14 February 2022. In the meantime, learn more
at sa.gov.au.

Tasmania
The COVID-19 Business Impact Support Program is available to Tasmanian
business owners who have been hard hit by the pandemic. Depending on annual
turnover thresholds, applicants could receive a one-off payment between $1,000 and
$5,000. To qualify, you must:
•

•

have experienced a turnover decline due to COVID-19 of at least 30 per cent
between 15 December 2021 to 14 January 2022, compared to the same
period 12 months prior (15 December 2020 to 14 January 2021)
demonstrate you have a COVID-19 safety plan, a completed COVID-19 risk
assessment, and where applicable, a COVID-19 case and outbreak
management plan

The grant program is open now until 2pm (AEDT), 9 February 2022. To apply,
visit Business Tasmania.

Australian Capital Territory
The ACT’s existing Small Business Hardship Scheme has been extended in the
latest round of small business support. Eligible applicants could be reimbursed up to
$10,000 for costs including utilities (gas, water, electricity), commercial rates, and
commercial vehicle registrations. To qualify, you must:
•
•
•

have an annual turnover between $30,000 to $2 million
hold a valid and active ABN as of 1 April 2020
have experienced a 30 per cent turnover decline in the lockdown period,
compared to the period before lockdown

Those who have already applied for a reimbursement of less than $10,000 may be
eligible to reapply for expenses incurred up until the scheme’s closing date on 28
February 2022. For more information, visit the ACT Business Hub.

Other States?
Ongoing small business support is also available in Victoria, Western Australia,
Queensland and the Northern Territory. For example:
•

Victoria’s Commercial Tenancy Relief Scheme has been extended until 15
March 2022. Eligible businesses could access rent relief in line with their
revenue decline. So if a business has seen a 40 per cent drop in turnover,
they might only be charged 40 per cent of their original rent agreement, with
the remaining 60 per cent waived or deferred. Visit Business Victoria for more
details, and to apply before 15 March 2022.

•

The Small Business Assistance Grant is open to West Australian business
owners who’ve been impacted by COVID-19 restrictions in place from 23
December 2021 to 4 January 2022. Eligible applicants could receive up to
$12,500 (for employing businesses) or $4,400 (for sole traders). Head over
to smallbusiness.wa.gov.au to learn more about the eligibility criteria, and to
apply before 4pm (AWST), 31 March 2022.

Visit business.gov.au, and click through to learn what’s on offer in each state.

